Basic Eyes

The great barrier for most striving ceramic artist and perhaps the most freeing aspect once learned, is painting eyes.  We confined ourselves to paint within the safety of the lines created by the sculpture’s imagination for so long, that we have either forgotten or never learned how to paint from our own imaginations.  I believe most people talk themselves out of even trying by telling themselves “I can’t do it”.  I am here to help you see that YOU CAN DO IT!

Just like any good craftsman finds reliable tools and tips to help him in his trade, there are a few helpful hints that will turn this seemingly impossible task into an enjoyable part of your painting experience.

Finding the perfect brush for you is a must. To create long lashes, you must have a brush with some length, to create Thin lashes, you must have a brush with a fine point, to create crisp lashes, you must have a brush that keeps it’s shape.  It may be a brush you are not comfortable using now, but with a little practice you will wonder how you painted without it.  

Understanding brush sizes will help you in the shopping process.  There is not really a size standard in the brush industry, the same brush one company calls a 10/0 another may call a 20/0, and some 20/0 brushes may be considered script liners, others just liners and even still others marked 20/0 will be considered detail brushes.  The difference is in the length and often in diameter as well.  Don’t let the numbers printed on the handle fool you, take a small ruler with you that measures in millimeters and do some research.  You need to find the thinnest or smallest diameter brush possible, (that still looks healthy –not 5 hairs) and has the length between 8mm and 16 mm.  I prefer a 10/0 or 20/0 (or even some 0) liner brush 12 mm. in length.  There is also a difference in the composition, you can paint beautiful eyes with a sable brush as well as a synthetic brush; I like both.  Experimentation will tell you which one is right for you.  

Keeping your paint thinned with water will help you create thin, crisp, wispy lines perfect for lashes, brows and outlines. Place your acrylic color on a tile, be sure that it is free of clumps and thin with water pulling your brush through the color to load and twisting to keep bristles fine and pointed (Be sure not to get color in the ferril).  Make a few strokes on your tile to see that you color flows evenly.  Paint on the tip to get fine lines and apply pressure to get thicker lines.  (If you are painting with oil colors, you will thin with mineral spirits.)

Having a method to follow helps you concentrate on one step at a time thus, keeping you from being intimidated or overwhelmed by the finished product. 

Come on, step out of your comfort zone and let’s paint!

Materials:

10/0 or 20/0 brush 12 mm – 16 mm in length

Emergency brush (any clean damp brush that will remove mistakes quickly and completely)

Water

Tile

Towel

Acrylic Colors

Practice paper

Pencil

We are going to start simple and focus on basic human eyes.     I like to start my eyes top to bottom, left to right. Start on the right eye, with piece right side up, then turn the piece upside down to do the left eye. You only need to learn 2 different strokes for the lashes(1.up and out &  2.down & out) and each has a long, full version and a short, sparse version.  Stroke 1 will paint the top left lash line long and full and the bottom right lash line short and sparse.  Stroke 2 will paint the top right and the bottom left in the same fashion.  Sounds complicated – but it’s easy !

Practice:  To make beautiful lashes you have to learn to use your brush and paint properly, as well as your hand.  You must train your hand to make one fluid motion for each lash by beginning with a little pressure applied, and flipping the wrist as you finish on the brush point.  Practice the stroke below with a pencil on paper.  You want the marks you make to start dark and thick and end fine and pointed.  The only way to achieve this with a hard pencil is to get the motion right with your wrist.  If you get hard blunt ends, you are not flipping your wrist.  If your line does not start out darker and thicker, you are not applying enough pressure and letting up as you go.  Continue to practice these until you get it, and then switch to your brush and continue practicing on paper.  Use the lines below as your guide

1. Whites of the eyes - Paint the full eye socket with an off-white color such as Cream, being careful not to overlap onto any part of the eyelids or face.  

NOTE: Not all eyes have definite sculpted lines, so you may need to actually create the eye shape.  You can have round oval or any variation between, as long as they make a matched pair.  This step determines the entire size of the eye. If you make the eye socket to large, the finished eye will have too much white showing creating a “bugged eyed” look. If you make the iris and pupil bigger and then you have Betty Boop eyes. Start small. If you are struggling to paint the shape, start at step #2, often painting just the upper eyelash line in first, helps you visualize the shape of the rest of the eye.   Then come back to step #1. 

2. Starter Top lashes – We are going to place 5-6 top, starter lashes, while at the same time creating the lash line in the process.  (If you would like to lightly paint in the lash line as a guide you can do this first, but be sure that you follow the procedure as if the line was not there.)  Keeping your liner loaded with thinned Black, start at the upper, interior of the eye (by the nose) and begin to create you lash line, one stroke at a time.  Each stroke will backtrack to the previous, following the desired curve or arch of the eye and then shoot out to the lash with a gently sweeping curve that finishes to a point. 

NOTE:  Some pieces have hard lash lines that are too defined, this makes the lashes bend as your brush goes over the bump.  Think of it like riding a bike up a curve; if you hit the curb straight on you’ll get a jolt, but if you go at an angle you glide smoothly to the top.   

3. Filler Lashes – Add additional lashes in between the starter lashes to create a fuller look. Start on the lash line, keeping a slight curve going as you flipping your wrist up and outward as you complete each lash.  Be sure to keep them thick at the base with a fine point at the finish.

Note:  The piece will determine the personality of the eye and desired thickness of the lashes.  You may choose to paint a male figurine with simple lashes, all even in length and not many more than those created in step #2, or you may be doing a bright eyed child or sexy female and choose to paint in a full lash line with variety of short and long lashes.  

4. Iris – Place a circle of color in the center of the eye, keeping equal amounts of white in the each corner of each eye.  Imagine that the top and bottom lids slightly overlap the eyeball so that you don’t see a complete circle, it will be flat on the top and or bottom or both.  If   

The WAY to painting eyes:


W  ater is your friend!


A   method is a must!


Y   our brush is everything!











